MINUTES OF THE KENTS HILL AND MONKSTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING HELD AT 7.30 PM ON MONDAY 28th JULY 2008 
AT MONKSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE, MONKSTON, MILTON KEYNES.

	
	Action responsibility

	1. Members present and apologies for absence

Members present were Cllrs. Laws, Dalgarno, Maudsley and Ferrans. The Clerk was in attendance. Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Holliman, Cllrs Cockram, Mrs Cockram and Smith.  Their apology was accepted.

Ward Councillors Crooks (from 9.10pm) was also in attendance. Cllr McPake, Tamagnini-Barbosa and Bint advised that they would be unable to attend the meeting.  There were no members of the public attending the meeting.


	

	2. Declaration of interest

Cllr Dalgarno expressed her interest in the allotments and landscape adoptions items on the agenda.  

Cllr Ferrans an interest Monkston Primary School as a requestor of a grant in item 10a on the agenda.


	

	3. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting on 21st June 2008 were approved and duly signed.


	

	4. Progress reports for information

a. Parking project.  It was agreed that the Councillors should ask for Ward Cllr Crooks’ help in moving this project forward, ensuring Parish Council involvement.
b. Play sessions.  Promotion of the play sessions has taken place.  Good attendance has been reported so far.
c. Allotments in Kents Hill, Monkston and Monkston Park.  Kents Hill:  The Clerk reported that there has been one termination and one new tenant appointed.  Monkston Park:  It was reported that Steve Crowther has now received revised plans for the Monkston Park allotments.  The Clerk was requested to contact EP and ask a) for revised plans and b) why there are passed to MKC rather than the Parish Council.  Monkston:  The Clerk is pursuing the section 106 agreement to move the allotments in Monkston forward.
d. Bedgeberry Place regeneration.  The Clerk has responded to the consultation.  The Clerk is to further comment that EP was not obviously involved in the process, and that the notification of the consultation events was not widely communicated.  This was not deemed acceptable and relied on Parish Council members to communicate the events to residents.
e. Landscape adoptions.  The Clerk has the maps of un-adopted areas and is pursuing.
f. Monkston Park play area (MUGA and LAP).  Sites have been identified for the MUGA in Monkston Park.  Parish Council will need to consult with the residents offering three options for MUGA location.  It was agreed that Cllr Laws will prepare a draft consultation letter (with tear off strip to be returned to the Clerk) and circulate it to all Councillors.  The Clerk is to talk to Rai Darke for guidance on the consultation process.  It was suggested that this should be an insert in the next newsletter to be distributed early September.
g. Kents Hill Sports Ground lease.  The revised lease for the Kents Hill Sports Ground is still to be received from MKC, as are the draft minutes of the meeting held on 10th July.  The Clerk is to add this item to the agenda for 8th September. 
h. Meeting with Tesco and Kingston businesses.  Cllr Laws is arranging a second meeting with Tesco at Kingston.  Cllr Laws has requested that other businesses from the Kingston retail centre also attend the meeting.
i. Councillor vacancies.  There are three candidates for three vacancies.  It was agreed to invite Graham Clark to the next meeting to be co-opted to the Parish Council.  Cllrs Ferrans, Laws and Maudsley will be the recruitment committee and the Council delegated powers to interview the two remaining candidates before the next Parish Council meeting.  The candidates could potentially be co-opted at the next meeting on 8th September.  The Clerk was requested to arrange suitable dates and to co-ordinate the interviews.
j. Monkston Park – Colliers Wood.  The Colliers Wood meeting with MKC/EP has taken place and MKC to draw up suggestions for a residents’ consultation. It was suggested that Cheryl Montgomery (EP) might be able to assist the Clerk with the progression of the allotment site in Monkston Park.  The Clerk is to contact her accordingly.
k. Next newsletter and distribution.  It was agreed that the next newsletter should be ready for end of August deadline and ready for distribution early September.  It is to include:  Kents Hill Sports Field lease, announce the NAG Clean Up Morning on 13th September and Monkston Park MUGA consultation.  Distribution of the newsletter.  The Clerk is to advise Geoff Henshall (Dor-2-Dor) that the Parish Council will not continue business relationship unless delivery reliability improves.  Independent research to assess the delivery success levels is to be considered.
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	5.  Litter and community engagement project.   
It was discussed and agreed that a project could be scoped to work with local schools (primary and secondary) to raise the profile of looking after the environment and to encourage support from the school-aged children.   The Clerk was asked to contact Mary Davies and to invite her to the next Parish Council meeting to devise a project plan.  Thereafter Ms Davies will be asked to put together a proposal to the Council on the project scope and costs.

	Clerk

	6. Formal consultation on ‘School Keep Clear’ Markings.  
The consultation was discussed and the Clerk was asked to raise the following issues:
a. The area has become a thoroughfare from Kents Hill since the closure of the H8 crossover

b. The traffic flow in the area in front of the school should be considered

c. No parking on Wadhurst Lane should be permitted

d. Poor visibility around Wadhurst Lane due to school drop offs

	Clerk

	7.  Parish Council member responsibilities. 
 It was agreed that the Councillors would work on projects as presented, as well as involvement of Councillors appropriate to that geographical area.  It was agreed that those answerable for individual projects should have the delegated powers of the Parish Council and should be able to progress projects and bring options to the Parish Council for decisions to be made.  The Clerk was requested to contact Cllr Holliman and ask which projects he would wish to oversee.  Terms of reference to be agreed at the next Parish Council meeting.  The Clerk is to add this item to the agenda of the October meeting.

	Clerk

Clerk

	8. Audit report from the Internal Auditor.  
The report was reviewed and accepted.  The Councillors agreed that the report was very positive for the Parish Council and that ‘risk assessment for projects where appropriate’ should be added to the Parish Council agendas.

	Clerk

	9.  Annual review of the effectiveness of the internal audit.  

The effectiveness of the internal audit was reviewed by the Councillors and the Council duly worked through the ‘annual review of the effectiveness of the internal audit’ form (attached in the packs).  The availability of the Clerk’s records, and the internal audit process was presented.  The system of governance was reviewed and it was agreed to continue the management of the Parish Council as per current practice.  The Clerk was requested to capture the discussions on the form for acceptance at the next meeting.

	Clerk

	10. Finance.
10a.  Appeals for funding
One appeal for funding from Monkston Combined Primary School for £175.00 to over the summer fayre.  This is for the community and to generate community spirit.  The monies raised at the event go back into the Friends of Monkston who work to provide resources for the school.  It was agreed that this grant should be made from the Parish Council.

10b.  Payments

The following payments were made on or after 23rd June to 28th July 2008.


	


Current Account

	Payee
	Cheque
	Reason
	Powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Monkston Community Centre
	290
	NAG meeting 19th May, 23rd June and PC meeting 30th June
	LGA 1972, s.133
	£60.00
	
	£60.00

	Hand Delivered Dor-2-Dor
	291
	Newsletter distribution May 2008
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£418.86
	
	£418.86

	AH Contracts
	292
	Bin emptying June 2008
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£424.96
	£74.37
	£499.33

	BALC
	293
	Clerk training 1st July 2008
	LGA 1972, s.111
	£54.50
	
	£54.50

	Amanda Wilmot
	294
	Salary July, overtime, reimbursements, office use
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£1,217.79
	
	£1,217.79

	AH Contracts
	295
	Bin emptying services July
	Litter Act 1983 s 30,72
	£394.24
	£68.99
	£463.23

	Milton Keynes Play Association
	296
	Play sessions - summer break 2008
	LGA 1972, s.145
	£6,228.60
	
	£6,228.60

	HM Revenue and customs
	297
	PAYE and NI (employee and employer contribution) month 4 (July)
	LGA 1972 s.112
	£347.48
	
	£347.48

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	£9,289.79


Allotment Account

	Payee
	Date/CQ
	Reason
	For period/

powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Anglian Water
	2
	Water usage Jan-July 2008
	Small holdings and allotments act 1908 s23-34
	£24.57
	
	£24.57

	David Cartwright
	3
	Refund of £5 for return of the key
	Small holdings and allotments act 1908 s23-34
	£5.00
	
	£5.00

	Total expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	£29.57

	Interest July 2008
	10/07/08
	Net interest
	July 2008
	£2.74
	
	£2.74

	Total income
	
	
	
	
	
	£2.74


Deposit Account

	Payee
	Date
	Reason
	For period/

powers
	Amount ex VAT
	VAT
	Total

	Interest July 2008
	10/07/08
	Net interest
	July 2008
	£49.55
	
	£49.55

	Total income
	
	
	
	
	
	£49.55


	The payments were agreed and cheque 298 was written to Monkston Primary School for £175 as per agenda item 10a in response to an appeal for funding.  The cheques were duly signed.

10c. Bank Account Balances



Balance as at 28th July 2008 (Current)




£ 5,772.01   

Balance after proposed payments (CQ290-297+ CQ285)


-£3,556.78
Due to the balance of the current account after proposed payments, it was agreed that £10,000 should be transferred from the deposit account to the current account.

Balance as at 28th July 2008 (Allotments)



£ 2,331.71

Balance after proposed payments




£ 2,302.14

Balance as at 28th July 2008 (Deposit)




£ 30,187.57

Total bank balance (after proposed payments):


£ 28,932.93

10d.  Budget YTD update


	Clerk

	11. Correspondence for information.

The correspondence report was presented and reviewed. The Clerk was requested to reserve spaces on the forthcoming Councillor training for the new Councillors to be co-opted.
It was agreed at 10pm to continue the meeting to complete the agenda.


	Clerk

	12. Planning
The planning report was presented and reviewed.


	

	13.  Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas
Cllr Dalgarno confirmed the Clean Up Morning in Kents Hill event for Saturday 13th September.  Meeting point will be the Kents Hill Sports Pavilion at 10am.


	For info – all

	14. Dates for the next meetings

The dates for the future Parish Council meetings were confirmed as follows:


	


	Date
	Time
	Place
	Meeting

	Monday 8th September 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 13th October 2008
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 17th November 2008
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Meeting

	Monday 19th January 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 26th January 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Precept Planning

	Monday 9th March 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 20th April 2009
	7.30pm
	Kents Hill
	Parish Council Meeting

	Monday 11th May 2009
	7.30pm
	Monkston
	Annual Parish Mtg and Annual Council Mtg


There being no additional business, the meeting closed at 10.05pm.
4

